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"SUBJECT : (U) GOP CONSIDERS ASKING UN ASSISTANCE FOR AFGHAN REFUGEES 
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**.• (U) PAKISTAN TIMES REPORTS MARCH 19 THAT GOP "IS CON- 
SIDERING" AN APPROACH FOR U.N. AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES 
-FOR SUPPORT FOR AFGHAN REFUGEES. QUOTING AN OFFICIAL SPOKES- 
MAN THE PAPER REPORTS THERE ARE NOW 35.000 SUCH AFGHANS RECEIVING 
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GOP SUPPORT. WHICH INCLUDES SUBSISTENCE AND SHELTER WHERE 
AVAILABLE. 

2. (U) IN ANSWER TO A JOURNALIST'S QUESTION. THE SPOKESMAN 
SAID THAT THIS MOVE IS "UNDER CONSIDERATION" WITHIN THE 
GOP AND INTIMATED NO APPROACH HAS YET BEEN MADE TO ANY 
INTERNATIONAL BODY. HE ALSO DENIED THAT KABUL HAS ASKED 
FOR REPATRIATION OF ANY OF THE REFUGEES. 
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.3. (U) THE OFFICIAL SPOKESMAN SAID THERE IS NO TRUTH TO 
REPORTS THAT GUERRILLA TRAINING IS BEING GIVEN TO THE 
REFUGEES IN PAKISTAN. THE GCP WOULD NOT. HE SAID. ALLOW 
SUCH TRAINING TO TAKE PLACE IN THIS COUNTRY. (RcFTEL). 

4. (C) COMMENT: EMBASSY HAS DISCUSSED PRESS REPORT WITH 
U.N. OFFICIAL WHO REPORTS THAT U.N. RESREP IN PAKISTAN. 
MICHAEL PRIESTLEY. WILL BE MEETING WITH MFA OFFICIALS 
ON THIS SUBJECT WITHIN NEXT FEW DAYS. WHILE NO OFFICIAL 
APPEAL HAS BEEN RECEIVED. U.N. OFFICIAL SAYS HIS ORGANI- 
ZATION EXPECTS ONE TO BE FORTHCOMING AND HAS ASKED FOR 
THE MEETING WITH MFA. WILL ADVISE 'WHEN SUBSTANCE OF APPEAL 
••*S KNOWN. 

**5. (c) pakistani officials in peshawar have previously 
j*stat£d their belief that gop could handle up to 50.00o 

Refugees from its own resources.- others, however, have 
••suggested that 35.000 figure understates the real demen- 

stions of the problem since it includes only those directly 
.^pendent on the gop for relief and does not include those 

being supported within the tribal system. 
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